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The conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) and the former governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI) are expected to compete heavily in three of the six gubernatorial elections
scheduled on July 6. The PRI is running in a coalition with the Partido Verde Ecolgista Mexicano
(PVEM), which had aligned itself with the PAN in the 2000 elections. Mexican voters will also elect
300 members of the Chamber of Deputies through direct elections, with another 200 allocated to the
various parties based on the proportion of the vote received.
The composition of the lower house is expected to change little, with the PRI and PAN remaining
the two dominant parties and the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) regaining
some strength lost in the 2000 election (see SourceMex, 2003-06-25). There will also be elections for
various local and state posts in nine states and Mexico City, including the mayor of Guadalajara and
the legislative assembly (Asamblea Legislativa del Distrito Federal, ALDF) in Mexico City.
Several public-opinion polls indicate that close elections are expected in the gubernatorial races
in the states of Queretaro, San Luis Potosi, and Sonora. The PRI is expected to win handily in
Campeche, Nuevo Leon, and Colima. The PRD is running a distant third in all races but could
be a spoiler in the three contested states. The center-left party has focused its efforts during the
campaign on regaining strength in the lower house.
For the PRI, the elections give the party the opportunity to regain the gubernatorial seats in Nuevo
Leon and Queretaro, which were lost to the PAN in the 1997 elections (see SourceMex, 1997-07-09).
The PAN is given a decent chance of winning the elections in San Luis Potosi and Sonora, two states
the PRI has governed for many generations.

PRI poised to regain seat in Nuevo Leon state
The Nuevo Leon election is especially important because of the state's influence in the country's
political and economic policies. Recent public-opinion polls indicate that this gubernatorial seat will
probably revert to the PRI because the party's candidate, former Sen. Natividad Gonzalez Paras, has
held comfortable leads over PAN rival Mauricio Fernandez Garza, also an ex-federal senator.
One poll conducted in May by the Monterrey-based daily newspaper El Norte and its sister
newspaper Reforma showed Gonzalez Paras with 48% support, compared with 30% for Fernandez.
A follow-up poll by El Norte/Reforma in June showed Gonzalez Paras with a still comfortable lead of
44.6% to 28.7% for Fernandez Garza. Similar results were evident in a poll in June by the Mexico City
daily newspaper El Universal.
Some pundits say the vote against the PAN in Nuevo Leon may be a backlash against former
governor Fernando Canales Clariond, who had very negative ratings when he left office to take
the post of economy secretary in January of this year. Canales replaced Luis Ernesto Derbez, who
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was named as foreign relations secretary (see SourceMex, 2003-01-15). "People are saying there's
no change, or at least they can't perceive it, so they're changing their party," political analyst Vidal
Garza of Tecnologico de Monterrey told Reuters. Fernandez Garza is also said to have alienated a
large segment of Nuevo Leon's conservative electorate by declaring his intention to legalize drugs
in the state. "This statement caused Fernandez an immediate drop from which he was unable to
recover," said El Universal.
The Queretaro race may also be colored by negative feelings about outgoing PAN Gov. Ignacio
Loyola Vera. Loyola has alienated a large percentage of the population by giving himself a large
raise and diverting public funds to personal projects. Loyola's negative ratings may be counteracted,
however, by similarly negative feelings about PRI candidate Fernando Ortiz Arana, who lost to
Loyola in the 1997 race. Recent polls show Ortiz Arana, a former federal senator, trailing PAN rival
Francisco Garrido by a few percentage points. The daily newspaper Milenio Diario said the PAN
remains very strong in the city of Queretaro, which has more than half the voters in the state.

PAN could win San Luis Potosi; Sonora a statistical tie
The PAN stands a good chance of taking the governor's seat in San Luis Potosi from the PRI. Recent
polls show PAN candidate Marcelo de los Santos with an advantage of at least six percentage points
over Luis Garcia Julian of the PRI.
Some PRI leaders are already conceding victory to de los Santos. "We will recover some
gubernatorial seats in states like Nuevo Leon and Queretaro, but we believe we're totally out in
San Luis Potosi," said Leonardo Rodriguez Alcaine, head of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de
Mexico (CTM), which is closely aligned with the PRI.
One of the most-watched races will be in Sonora, which features a race between entrepreneurs
Eduardo Bours Castelo of the PRI and Ramon Corral Avila of the PAN. A poll by the daily
newspaper El Imparcial, based in Hermosillo, Sonora, showed Bours Castelo leading Corral by
slightly more than three percentage points. Another poll by Reforma had Bours with a lead of only
two percentage points. Corral has pulled almost even with Bours after trailing by as much as 25
percentage points a few months ago.
Still, the PRI is confident of pulling out a victory in Sonora. "All the polls conducted in the last three
weeks give us the lead," said Bours. Some observers say a loss in Sonora would be symbolically
devastating to the PRI because the state is the home of PAN founder Manuel Gomez Morin. "This is
not just a case of the loss of another governorship," said the Mexico daily newspaper Milenio Diario.
The newspaper noted that a victory by Corral would mean that followers of Gomez Morin would
govern a state that is also home to such prominent PRI personalities as Gen. Alvaro Obregon,
former president Plutarco Elias Calles (1924- 1928), and Luis Donaldo Colosio. Colosio, who won
the 1994 PRI presidential nomination, was assassinated on the campaign trail (see SourceMex,
1994-03-30).
Public-opinion polls show PRI candidates with commanding leads over the PAN in Colima and
Campeche, despite negative sentiments against the two outgoing governors and infighting among
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PRI loyalists. Some key state, local races on the ballot Political parties will also be watching mayoral
elections in several major cities that the PAN won in 2000, including Leon, Cuernavaca, Guadalajara,
and Monterrey.
Some analysts see a strong possibility for the PAN to lose Monterrey, partly because of the potential
landslide victory by the PRI in the Nuevo Leon gubernatorial election. Three months ago, the PRI
had also been poised to capture the mayoral race in Guadalajara, but voter sentiment seems to have
taken a strong turn toward the PAN.
Capitalizing on voter discontent with Fox and Jalisco's PAN Gov. Francisco Ramirez Acuna, PRI
candidate Jorge Arana held a commanding 25- percentage point lead over Emilio Gonzalez of the
PAN at the end of March. That advantage appears to have vanished, with the latest polls showing
Gonzalez with a slight lead over Arana, who has run a disorganized campaign and has faced bitter
divisions within his party.
The PRD will be especially interested in the ALDF elections, which will test the popularity of Mexico
City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. The PRD is counting on a strong vote in the capital, not
only to consolidate and expand its position in the ALDF but also to help boost the party's overall
vote in the highly populated Mexican capital. The total percentage of the vote received by the
various parties will be used to allocate 200 at-large seats in the Chamber of Deputies. (Sources:
Quehacer Politico, 06/03/03; CNI en Linea, 06/22/03; Cambio de Sonora, Diario de Colima, 06/24/03;
Notimex, 06/18/03, 06/28/03; Epoca, 06/30/03; Milenio Diario, 05/12/03, 05/16/03, 06/16/03, 06/18/03,
06/19/03, 06/24/03, 06/25/03, 06/30/03, 07/01/03; El Informador, 06/19/03, 07/01/03; La Jornada,
06/30/03, 07/01/03; Reuters, 07/01/03; El Universal, 06/09/03, 06/10/03, 06/19/03, 06/23/03, 06/24/03,
06/26/03, 06/27/03, 07/01/03, 07/02/03; Reforma, 12/26/02, 12/30/02, 05/03/03, 05/08/03, 05/09/03,
05/14/03, 06/30/03, 07/01/03, 07/02/03)
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